652      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
From Horace Greeley to General Butler
Office of the Tribune, NEW YORE, Aug  9Ath, 1865
MT DEAR SIR: I have your despatch. I am glad you did not call for me to go to Washington. The fact is, I don't want to go. We must carry favor to Washington, before we can exact (or expect) any there.
Only convince President Johnson that public opinion demands negro suffrage and he will secure it for us. But our present duty is to make public opinion in favor, when Presidential opinion will gladly follow.
I enclose a rough draft of a suffrage provision which I guess we might carry. Please consider it, and tell me how to mend it, and how we may do better. Y(mrs> HoRACD
Enclosure referred to in Foregoing Letter OF THE RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE
1st. Every person who has lawfully exercised the right of suffrage in this State, prior to 1861, shall henceforth and till his death be a legal voter therein, unless disqualified by emigration or by conviction of crime; and the names of all persons thus entitled shall be duly registered and recorded in their several election districts or precincts, each subject to transfer in case of removal from one precinct to another within the State.
Snd. To this register shall be added, on or directly after the 1st of January in each year, the name of each adult male citizen residing in such district or precinct as shall have read understandingly the Constitution of the United States and of this State, and has paid a State tax during the year preceding.
3rd. Taxes shall be levied and collected without discrimination of color or race, and all forfeits held by individuals, and on all Confederate (?) property save that which is entirely devoted to Governmental, religious, educational, or charitable uses; but the wearing apparel and household effects of each family to the value of $100 shall be exempt from taxation.
From Major H. E. Noyes to General Butter
WASHINGTON, D. C., August 27th, 1865
GENERAL: I take the liberty of sending you a copy of the order of Jeff Davis declaring you outlawed. I got it from